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Considering the times we are in, one of the crucial questions we should all be asking right now is: “In Acts chapter 2,
was it Pentecost because the Spirit fell, or did the Spirit fall because it was Pentecost?” When we understand God’s
patterns, and His calendar, we are able to discern the signs of the times, as the sons of Issachar did. It’s like having the
keys to the Kingdom, it breaks the code; truly anyone with the Spirit can do it. As Moses proclaimed in Numbers
11:29, “Would that all the LORD's people were prophets, that the LORD would put His Spirit upon them!"

Shavuot and Pentecost: The Basics
Shavuot/The Feast of Weeks is detailed in Exodus 34:22, Leviticus 23:15-22, and Deuteronomy 16:9-12. The
evening that we observe the Passover begins the seven-day Feast of Unleavened Bread. The first day of the
Feast is a special Sabbath, Then, on the day that follows the first weekly Sabbath after that. -- always the First
Day of the week (Sunday) -- is what is called First Fruits or the Wave Sheaf Offering, at which point we begin
“counting the omer” for seven weeks/49 days. After counting seven weeks (ending on a weekly Sabbath), the
next day is the 50th day. Shavuot means “weeks” in Hebrew, while Pentecost means “fiftieth” in Greek.
Shavuot is considered to be the day that the Almighty met with the mixed multitude -- the tribes of Israel, the
Egyptians, and the those of the other nations -- that came out of Egypt after the death of the first born. Together
they went through the Red Sea on dry ground, and came to the same mountain that Moses met with God at the
burning bush. There were thunders, and lightnings, and smoke, and the voice of God shouted down the
foundational 10 instructions to His people. That day, the motley crew of former slaves and former masters was
constituted as a one Holy Nation. But they were scared to go directly to YHVH, so they sent Moses to meet
with Him and receive the complete download of the whole Covenant, rather than receiving it personally
themselves. And when Moses delayed 40 days, they made a Golden Calf and celebrated a sinful feast. On that
day, Moses ordered the Levites to kill the idolaters, and “about 3000” died.
Roughly 1500 years later, Messiah Y’shua/Jesus told His disciples to tarry in Jerusalem and they would receive
power from the Holy Spirit. He ascended to heaven on the 40th day of the counting of the omer, and “when the
feast of Pentecost was fully come” (Acts 2:1) they were there in Jerusalem to receive the Spirit on the very same
day that Israel had received the Torah at Mt. Sinai. That day the Almighty renewed His covenant and
reconstituted the Holy Nation by His Spirit, empowering them to be set-apart and walk in His commandments.

The Astounding Connections Between Shavuot and Pentecost
The timing of these two holy days is not a simple coincidence. They are connected theologically. You do not
need to turn the pages back very far to find the significance, symbolism, and foreshadowing in the Bible. God’s
Word gives clear instruction for how we are to live our best lives. The Bible is intentional and relevant yesterday,
today, and tomorrow.
The similarities and connection between Shavuot and Pentecost should not be ignored if we want to unlock the
covenant blessings that each represents.
Both events happened 50 days after First Fruits or the Wave Sheaf Offering of Passover/ Unleavened
Bread and established/reestablished the covenant:
The same day that the Jews from all nations were celebrating God’s giving of His Law on tablets of stone, the
Holy Spirit came and wrote the Law on the hearts of many, fulfilling prophecy. About fifty days after sacrificing
the Passover lamb, the Israelites received a covenant from God. About fifty days after the crucifixion of Jesus,
our sacrificed Passover Lamb, Believers were gifted a renewed covenant from God. (Please note: This was not
50 days after Passover, but 50 days after First Fruits. This is not insignificant, as the three days in-between these
days are connected by the three day’s journey into the wilderness that Moses told Pharaoh Israel would do AND
the three days/nights of Messiah in the grave!)
Both events happened to newly redeemed people:
Shavuot occurred after the Exodus, which marked the birth of the nation of Israel. Pentecost occurred after the
crucifixion and resurrection of the Messiah, jump-starting the movement of the One New Man—both Jew and
Gentile Believers joining together as co-heirs with Christ.
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Both events occurred with a physical manifestation of God on a mountain:
Mount Sinai was the setting of the gift of the Ten Commandments, and Mount Zion was the setting of the gift
of the Holy Spirit. In both circumstances, God’s Spirit descended in fire. The fire on Mount Sinai was one fire
visible to all, whereas the fire on Mount Zion was represented individually, as individual flames of fire settled
on each person.
Both events had similar symbols, and people of a multitude of languages understood:
In both circumstances, there were voices, wind, fire, and smoke. The Hebrew word translated as “thunders” in
Exodus is kolot, which means “voices” or “languages”. Jewish tradition states that when YHVH shouted down
the 10 Commandments, the thunders were the 70 known languages at the time, so everyone understood, and
none had any excuse for not knowing what He said. Amazingly, this same thing happened on Pentecost, when
the Spirit came and the disciples spoke in tongues. The mixed multitude in Jerusalem, who were there for the
Feast, all heard their witness in their native language. Also, quite amazingly, as “about 3000” that were slain in
the aftermath of the golden calf incident, “about 3000” were baptized as the first fruits of the Holy Spirit falling.
What a redemption!!
A Wedding
In Jewish tradition, Shavuot is compared to a wedding between the Almighty and His people Israel, for it was
on Shavuot that the covenant between God and Israel was sealed at Mount Sinai. The church is called “Kallat
Mashiach - the Bride of Messiah”. (Revelation 21:2, 9), and we eagerly await the marriage supper to come
(Revelation 19:9). We were betrothed on the original Pentecost 2000 years ago, being given the deposit of the
gift of His Spirit. (2 Corinthians 1:21-22, Ephesians 1:13-140
A National Priesthood
In Exodus 19:6, just a few days before the 10 Commandments were shouted down the mountain, the Almighty
called Moses up the mountain and reveals the following: “Now if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My
covenant, you will be My treasured possession out of all the nations—for the whole earth is Mine. And unto Me
you shall be a Kingdom of Priests and a Holy Nation.’ These are the words that you are to speak to the
Israelites.”
While Peter identifies us, post-Pentecost, to be that nation: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellences of Him Who has called
you out of darkness and into His marvelous light.” 1 Peter 2:9

Why Is the Connection Between Shavuot and Pentecost So Important?
We must not fall into the trap of believing that one covenant replaced the other. God’s intention was never for
us to abandon our Hebraic roots. As Believers, we are grafted into God the Father’s original family tree, as
explained in Romans.
“For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches. And if some of the
branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became
a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree, do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast,
remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports you.” Romans 11:16-18
God didn’t make it a mystery for us to figure out. He wants His divine plan to be proclaimed and for us to walk
in radical obedience out of love, and to receive the fullness of His blessings. In order to do so, we must know
those covenant blessings intimately so they flood our mind, will, and emotions. They allow us to stand firm
against anything that is blocking us from receiving our inheritance as His sons and daughters.
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The Upper Room Conspiracy
More than 15 years ago, we were living in Jerusalem, and made a tradition that on Shavuot/Pentecost we would
go to the southern area of the Temple Mount, what is called Ophel Gardens. Escaping the heat of the day, we
sought shade down in the Jewish ruins, and were reading Acts 1 and 2 regarding Pentecost. Of course, “everyone
knows” that the Spirit fell in the Upper Room, but as we were reading the verses, suddenly I proclaimed to those
with whom I was with, “The Spirit didn’t fall in the Upper Room, but on the Temple Mount”. That took
everyone aback, and so we started to search the Scriptures to see if this could be true.
About a year later, while helping to host a tour of Israel of about 50 people, I gave a teaching on this in the
supposed Upper Room in Jerusalem, and about seven years later, in 2013, I recorded this teaching in a studio.
It’s titled, “The Upper Room Conspiracy”, and the video can be viewed at:
www.RepairingTheBreach.global/UpperRoomConspiracy
If you have time, please watch the entire video, as I believe you will really appreciate the whole narrative (plus
you can see me with long-gone flowing long hair, and wearing Hebrew clothing). Regardless, below is a
synopsis of both how we know that the Spirit didn’t fall in an Upper Room, but on the Temple Mount and, most
importantly, why this is crucially important to understand.
Proving Location:
The room up the stairs where the disciples were staying (Acts 1:13), isn't even obviously the room where the
120 met (Acts 1:15), as there is a time shift ("in those days"). And are we to believe that the room they were
renting to stay in, in Jerusalem right before a Feast, could have held 120, even uncomfortably? (How many
people have an entire home that could accommodate that many people, much less an upper room?!). We have
no idea where they were in Acts 1:15, could have even been the Temple courts.
Acts 2 starts with another time shift ("When the day of Shavuot had fully come..."), so no reason to assume
where they were.
The Greek word for "house" (Strongs G3624) in Acts 2:2 is "oikos", and can mean everything from a human
dwelling to the House of God/the Tabernacle, and even a family living as a household (quite a non-specific word
for the Greek). 1 Kings 3:1 refers to Solomon building YHVH a "House", and even the writer of Acts, just 5
chapters later (Acts 7:47), uses "oikos" to refer to 1 Kings 3:1. When the Temple stood it was referred to as the
Beit HaMikdash (the Sanctified House), and to this day if you want a taxi in Jerusalem to take you to the Temple
Mount you ask for "Har HaBayit" (the Mountain of the House.) The slam dunk verse for me is Acts 2:46, "So
continuing daily with one accord in the Temple..." If they were "continuing", where is the first reference to
them doing it before, if Acts 2:2 refers to them being of one accord in the Upper Room?!
Christian traditional understanding concedes that at some point they made their way up onto the Temple Mount,
which is why they drew a crowd, and so many Jews were converted and able to be baptized. (100
mikvaot/baptismal pools have been excavated around the Temple Mount.). But nowhere in the text do we see
them coming out of the Upper Room "slain in the spirit" and working their way all the way up to the Temple
Mount, which would have been quite a journey, past tons of pilgrims, Temple guards, etc., "being drunk" all the
way, like a rowdy party of 120 pub crawlers on spring break. In fact, in Acts 2:6 it says, "And when this sound
occurred, the multitude came together..." We don't know if that sound was the mighty wind of Acts 2:2, or the
speaking in tongues of Acts 2:4 (I would think it was the wind, as it said it "filled the whole house"); but the
point is that the crowd CAME TO them, not them to the crowd, and we have no evidence in the text that there
is a time or location shift between Acts 2:4 and 2:5, but we absolutely have a time shift in Acts 2:1.
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Why Is This Understanding Crucially Important?:
Replacement Theology IS the Church's foundational error, and it starts (with the belief) in the Upper Room.
The Disciples walked with Y’shua/Jesus, experiencing very personal interactions and witnessing His ministry
firsthand. And within the previous two months, they ate the Last Supper with Him, in which He proclaimed the
Melchizedek priesthood, and then they saw Him crucified, resurrected, and then ascending. He told them to
stay in Jerusalem, and they did. And when the day of Shavuot/Pentecost had fully come, they were together in
one place. Considering that “Three times a year all your males shall appear before the LORD your God in the
place which He chooses: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of
Tabernacles; and they shall not appear before the LORD empty-handed.” (Deuteronomy 16:16). Where would
the disciples be at 9am on this one-day High Feast? Certainly, at the morning hour of prayer, they would be in
the Temple Courts, as per the command regarding Shavuot.
BUT…if they were instead hiding out in an Upper Room and the Spirit fell there, while hundreds of thousands
of Jews from around the world were at the Temple keeping the commandment of Feast of Shavuot, then we have
a “church born”, separate from Israel and the covenant and commands given to them. BUT…if the disciples
were up in the Temple Courts on the Temple Mount, and the Spirit fell there (fulfilling the prophecy of Joel),
then we have the continuity of Israel -- on the very same day they received the Law at Sinai and entered into
covenant with the Creator of the Universe -- now receiving the Spirit in Jerusalem and having their covenant
renewed. And now for those in Christ, the Torah (the instructions of our Heavenly Father) is written on our
minds and hearts, and He forgives our wickedness and remembers our sin no more. Fulfilling the promise of
the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ.
I proclaim that this understanding is so very important, because if we believe that the Spirit fell in the Upper
Room, then we have a “church born” that day, the Torah abrogated, Israel replaced with the Church, and the
disciples of Y’shua no longer keeping the commands of God. But if the Spirt fell on the Temple Mount, then
we have a covenant renewed, the Torah re-established, Israel affirmed, and the disciples showing that they
(and by extension all New Testament Believers) are to obey the commandments of our heavenly Father. I
firmly believe that Acts 2 does not witness the “Birth of the Church”, but the covenant with Israel being
renewed. And this time, we have the Spirit indwelling each of us, not just Moses.
Again, if you can watch “The Upper Room Conspiracy”, please do, even at faster-than-normal speed, as
YouTube allows. (I won’t be offended, as I know you are busy.) But to at least get the passion of why this
differentiation is SO important, please watch exactly 10 minutes of the “Upper Room Conspiracy” teaching
from 1:06:16 to 1:16:16 at the YouTube link: https://youtu.be/ogt1iiV34_k?t=3976
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Manifesting Revival
The only way to bring revival is through repentance (redirection). Repentance comes from conviction. And
conviction through the preaching of the laws/instructions/requirements of God. The Laws of God describe His
very nature. Gravity is one of His laws, and even the Messiah did not test it when Satan tempted Him to throw
himself down from a high place. They are not burdensome, they are freedom and relationship. The confusion
that much of Christianity has with “the Law” is that they do not understand that it has a dual function, and a
completely different application to those without faith, and to those with. You could say it has a different
application between those who are aliens/strangers to the Kingdom, and those who are citizens. To the
unredeemed, the Law convicts of sin and births one in Christ (Galatians 3:19-24, Romans 8:7). But to the
redeemed, the Law gives life and liberty, and instruction in righteousness (Romans 6:15, 7:22, 8:4, 1 John 2:3,
3:4, 5:3, James 2:24, 2 Timothy 3:16-17)
Pastor, this year on Pentecost, let us recognize that our Holy Nation, the people of YHVH, renewed 2000 years
ago through the finished work of the cross, are being reconstituted. This year we desperately need it, because
the church is so disunified, and even our American Republic is being ripped apart from within. On Pentecost
we must gather as the righteous remnant and call out the Almighty, first in repentance:
Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spiritt. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and
to all that are afar off, even as many as the LORD our God shall call. And with many other words did he testify
and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.” Acts 2:3-40
And then we must petition the Almighty for “More Time” to manifest His Kingdom on the earth. We know that
at some point Babylon falls in an hour (Revelation 18), and a few months ago we witnessed it fall in one week!
This may be our hour of reckoning if we don’t act, but I believe we can stay the judgement, and have one last
chance to walk in our mandate to take dominion over the planet and manifest His righteous government!
What are we to repent of? Well, lawlessness for one:
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily
I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be
fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall
be called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called
great in the Kingdom of Heaven. For I say unto you, that except your righteousness shall exceed the
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.” Matthew
5:19-20
More specifically, the church has killed the Prophets:
“But they became disobedient and rebelled against You, and cast Your Law behind their backs, and killed Your
prophets who had admonished thee. So that they might return to You, and they committed great blasphemies.”
Nehemiah 9:26
And Paul quoting Isaiah: “Lord, they have killed Your prophets, they have torn down Your alters, and I alone
am left, and they are seeking my life!” Romans 11:3
Pastors/Priests were never designed to, nor instructed to, know what direction the people should go, as that is
the gifting of the Prophet. The Pastor administers what the Prophet “downloads” and shares. BTW, an Apostle
is a kind of “super-pastor” who has both prophetic and administrative talents, and maybe that describes you. I
do, however, believe that you as a Pastor should still be listening to those who are primarily prophetic.
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Please, we must know where we are going, as the Mountains have been laid low (Isaiah 40), and every system
of man has been brought down. We MUST have practical answers for the world, or evil men will take the
ground that is now up for grabs. We must identify the real Prophets in our congregations and throughout the
communities, humbly apologize for kicking them to the curb or putting them on the sidelines, and commit to
them and the entire church that this will happen no longer. Proclaim that you desperately desire to hear from
the Prophets, as you now understand how absolutely crucial their counsel is…
For such a time as this!

May we all experience an authentic Spirit and Truth Pentecost this Sunday.
May His Kingdom come, His will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.
In the name of our Messiah Y’shua / Jesus!

Thank you for taking the time to consider these words, and to possibly include some of what I have written in your
sermon this Sunday, and beyond. As a fellow Believer, I am accountable to you, and if you believe that I am off on
any of this, and can show me so using Scripture (not tradition or denominational doctrine), then I am all ears. Like
you, I only want to walk in truth and serve my King as His faithful Ambassador.
Note: A good amount of the content in the section titled, “The Connection Between Shavuot and Pentecost” was taken and
revised from this website, as they explain it very well: https://www.curtlandry.com/what-is-the-connection-between-shavuotand-pentecost
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